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Utah oil shale permit now in
limbo

Energy » Eco-group’s attorney says sides are waiting for more water
analysis.

By Brandon Loomis | The Sait Lake Tribune

First Pubiished Jun 26 2012 05:58 pm « Last Updated Jun 26 2012 07:00 pm

An environmental appeal of a Utah company’s permit to mine oil shale in the Uinta Basin is on hold —
along with the permit approval — after state and company officials agreed to wait for more analysis,
according to an attorney for the eco-group Living Rivers.

Red Leaf Resources won a permit this year from the Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining despite
Living Rivers’ objections that the agency should wait for reports from the Division of Water Quality.

Living Rivers was scheduled to make its case to the mining
agency’s board Wednesday before the parties agreed to set
aside the permit approval for rehearing after the water
review, said Rob Dubuc, 2 Western Resource Advocates

attorney representing Moab-based Living Rivers.
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» Posta Comment "We would consider this a win,” Dubuc said Tuesday. "This
is what we’ve been asking the division to do for some time."

The agreement doesn’t end the debate, he said, but will delay it until better data are available.

A spokesman for the mining agency confirmed that Wednesday’s hearing was canceled, though he had
no further details. Dubuc said negotiations to cancel the meeting had continued through the end of the
business day.

An attorney for Red Leaf Resources did not respond to requests for comment.

Utah had approved the company’s permit on state land to dig up the waxy shale, place it back in a clay-
lined mine cavity and heat it with natural gas until oil seeps from it. But Living Rivers, the same group
that is waiting to hear an administrative law judge’s ruling on its appeal of a Book Cliffs tar-sands
mine, says the divisicn did insufficient analysis of potential water poliution.
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"We are concerned that hydrocarbons can leak through the earth ovens and pollute the groundwater
there," said John Weisheit, Living Rivers conservation director. The company will heat the shale for
months at a time, he said, with the potential to affect the clay liner’s seal.
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Dubuc said he had an expert witness lined up to testify that the system is "not technologically feasible.’ Click here to view more
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There also is a dispute about how much groundwater may be in the area to contaminate if the clay were
to fail.

In an April filing responding to the appeal, attorneys for Red Leaf said it was not the board’s job to
second-guess the division’s technical assessment, and that "groundwater is isolated from mining and
retorting operations by several hundred feet of low-permeability marlstones.”

bloomis@sltrib.com
Twitter: @brandonloomis

SLCDailyDeal.com

Capyright 2012 The Salt Lake Tribune. All rights reserved, This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or Things to do
redistributed.
Repertory Dance Theatre Summerdance
2012
. Rose Wagner Performi (Jun 27th at 8:00am & 7
————  more)

view event details

[ ! RDT Summerdance for Educators
Reader Comments ::g:; Wagnar Parfarmi (Jun 27th st 9.00am & 7

view event datails
Reader comments on sitrib.com are the opinions of the writer, not The Salt Lake Tribune We will delete comments
containin e L . a . i i Heather Barron Exhibit
g obscenities, persanal attacks and inappropriate or offensive remarks. Flagrant or repeat violators will be | Phillps Gallary (Jun 27th at 11:00am & 31 mare)
banned. If you see an objectionable comment, click the red "Flag" link below it. ! view event details

See more about comments here.
Click here to hide comments
Jobs
Add New Comment Login
Mbm
Driver Resident Driver Cdl-a Shutfle . >

Type your comment here. Uta
Construction/ Engineering Planner Uta...

Idaho Technology
Idaho Technology is Cumently Looking...
Heinz Rv
Pastas ... Sales Person Wanted We Have The #1 Se...»
i na i Jd Field Services
il iprendaulisipausadt (Resume) Shop/field Mechanic For The Vemal Ar... >

Showing 4 comments | Sort by newest first x|

@g moab mike @beﬂer a cruel truth than a comfortable delusion
w
i TOPJOBS
good job John!!l! U4tay

thanks

CLICK HERE TO SEE ALL TOFJOBS

12 hours ago B Likes Like Repiy

Shopping

Sar
\Q‘\’ mach_schnell @

Living Rivers imagines ground water where there isn't any

Regulation should be based on reality, not eco-fantasies.
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Mzke them prove it's profitable, practical & responsitle before you turn them loose to trash our tand to find out
otherwise.
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More proof that oil shale is a myth, that it's only a wet dream by speculators who want to make money on
selling leases and/or scme grand scheme that they can sell that converts rocks 1o oil. Good grief, when will
you money grabbers give it up?
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